Approved For Release 2009/06/23 : CIA-RDP05T00644R000601 81 0009-0 


Association 
Former 
Intelligence 
u Officers 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
David Attee Phillips (Chairman) 

LTG Marshall S. Carter, USA Ret. 

George L. Cary 
William J. Casey 

Gen Robert E. Cushman, Jr., USMC Ret. 
VADM Frederick J. Harlflnger, II, USN Ret. 
Donald G. Huefner 
Derek A. Lee 

The Honorable Clare Boothe Luce 
The Honorable John M. Maury 
LTG W. Ray Peers, USA Ret. 

Donald W. Perry 

Stanton V. Phillips 

Walter Pforzheimer 

Mrs. Anita A. Potockl 

GEN Richard G. Stilwell, USA Ret. 

Dr. Louis Tordella 
John S. Warner 

MajGen Harold E. Watson, USAF Ret. 

LTG Samuel V. Wilson, USA Ret. 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

COL Robert C. Roth, USA Ret. (Chairman) 

Joseph L. Burke 

Maj Harold H. Callahan 

Col James F. Clark, Jr., USAF Ret. 

J. William Grady 
Samuel Halpern 
Robert G. Kunkel 

Col Benjamin B. Manchester, III, USMC Ret. 


OFFICERS 
John F. Blake 
President 

CAPT Richard W. Bates, USN Ret. 

Vice President 

Mrs. Charlotte P. Engrav 

Secretary 

Robert J. Novak 

Treasurer 

John S. Warner 

Legal Advisor 

Mrs. Susan G. Barton 

Executive Assistant 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

VADM F. J. Harlflnger, II, USN Ret. 

Membership 

Angus M. Thuermer 

Public Affairs 

John S. Warner 

Legislation 

Douglas S. Blaufarb 

Publication 

Robert J. Novak 

Finance 

LTG John J. Davis, USA Ret. 

National Convention 

REGIONAL COORDINATORS 

Col George R. Welnbrenner, USAF Ret. 

Central 

Stanton V. Phillips 
Southeast 

COL Carl F. Eifler, AUS Ret. 

West 



Admiral Stansfield Turner, USN Rtd. 

Director of Central Intelligence 
Washington, D. C. 20505 

Dear Stan: 

From time to time AFIO members will send us various 
kinds of material which, in light of our mission, is not very 
relevant. The enclosure represents a document meeting the 
above definition. 

As I read through it one night the thought crossed my 
mind that you might enjoy having it for your personal library. 
You may be quite familiar with the incident but it was new to 
me and I found it quite fascinating. 

There is one particular episode to which I would draw your 
attention and I have marked the appropriate page with a 
paperclip. All I can deduce from it is that the U. S. Navy was 
involved in clandestinity about a century and a half before the 
CIA was a fact of life. You may have a vignette here worthy of 
being worked into a speech before an appropriate group. 

In closing, many thanks for your kind letter of 19 August 
1980. J 


Sincerely, 



John F. Blake 
l /President 


Enc. 


STATE CHAIRMEN 


Lee E. Echols 
California 
Gerald W. Davis 
Florida 
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Sergeant Clendenon Newell 
American Legion Post Number 

399 Broad Ave. • Leonia; New Jersey 07605. 



CREW OF THE U.S.S. INTREPID 


SEPTEMBER 4, 1804 
OFFICERS 

CAPTUN RICHARD SOMERS ■" 
LIEUTENANT HENRY WADSWORTH 
LIEUTENANT JOSEPH ISREAL 

From U.S.S. Constitution 
Willi an Harrison 
. Robert Clark 
Hugh McCormick 
Jacob Williams 
Pater Penner 
Isaac Downs 



From U.S.S. Nautilus 

Janes Simmons 
Thomas Tonpllne 
Janes Harris 
William Keith 

SOURCE: Commander Spear 

Historian U.S.S. Constitution 
U.S. Navy Museum 
Washington D.C. 
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399 Broad Ave.* Leonia, New Jersey 07605 
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In 1785 our Navy was disbanded. From 1785 to 1794 we had no 
Navy at all. Congress authorized the building of six Frigates in 
1794. but work was stopped for luck of funds, until 1797 when they 
arid our most famous ship was launches, the U.S.S. 
CONSTITUTION. At this time in history the United. States had a 
treaty with the Government of Tripoli for safe passage through the 
Meditterannean Sea. Not happy with the small tribute being paid 
by the United States , and the lure of unprotected American commerce 
the Pasha of Tripoli in 1:01 daclarod war on the United States. 

In answer to this challenge Commodore EDWARD PRE3LB in the U.S.S. 
CONSTITUTION was sent to the Meditterannean in command of squadron. 
THIS WAS OUR FIRST FOREIGN l;ARl 1 1 

The most daring act cf those days, was the cutting out of 
the PHILADELPHIA. This Frigate had gone aground off Tripoli on an 
uncharted reef and had been boarded and captured by the Tripoli 
Pirates. Preble appointed a young Lieutenant STEPHEN DECATUR* in 
command of the Katch INTREPID to sneak in under the guns of 
Tripoli and burn the Philadelphia so that she could not be used 
by the Pirates. This Decatur did, against great odds, burning 
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the hulk and escaping almost untouched under the blazing guns 
of the fort in the harbor. Also on board with Decatur was James 
Lawrence and Thomas Mcnough. 

Further along in the war the INTREPID was chosen again , 
because of her shallow draft, to sneak into Tripoli harbor again, 
and became a floating mine, a fire ship, to destroy and damage 
as much of the enemy shipping and gunboats as possible. 

Captain Somers volunteered to take the INTREPID in with 
Lieutenant WADSWORTH volunteering as second In command. They 
asked for volunteers among the men and in an overwhelming response, 
ten men were chosen to go with them. Their escape was to be made 
in two long boats. 

They decided to go in on the night of September A, 1804, 
Conditions were favorable, as it was a dark night, they were to 
enter from the Western entrance of the harbor and had an Easterly 
breeze. Moments before they left a Lieutenant Joseph ISRAEL went 
on board the INTREPID with a message from Commodore Preble, while 
on board, he begged to go on the mission, and permission was 
granted. This gives 13 men all volunteers, who went into Tripoli 
harbor aboard the INTREPID. There was three enemy gunboats guarding 
the harbor. This did not stop these men, they went in anyway. The 
moment they entered the harbor, they were spotted by the Pirates 
and were immediately fired upon. 

From here on in we g> on theory. 
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We do know that at 9:47 p.m. the INTREPID blew up. We 
do have eyewitness reports that a light was seen racing across 
the deck, like someone carrying a torch running across the deck 
seconds before she blew up. It is unlikely the Pirates boarded 
the ship and blew her up, because they were badly in need of 
ammunition and would have captured the vessel. The most accepted 
theory is, that escape became Impossible and that the magazine 
was intentionally exploded rather than allow the vessel to be 
captured. It has always been believed that Somers and his 
companions were capable of this act — - they expressed the 
determination not to allow the capture of themselves or the vessel. 

All 13 bodies were recovered two days later so mangled 
as to make Identification impossible. . . 

From the American Legion Magazine we do know that five 
graves are duly marked. 
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E-TOTS PROCEEDINGS » 


TRIPOLI GRAVES DISCOVERED 


UiwUaAnt (J.O.) ARTHUR P. HILLER, JR., 


s. Naval Reserve 


•“>^t»4# 1 nntottch»S^ i «nd unoXalMd°?or°^ **? B “‘ r ’ w Hare "hlch haw bon 

S»!»*»dln Tripoli North ifrt^. ^ « hilf haw baan 

Stoh’o.E^! "a ’ h0 ”” ltill,a la “>* «ploaloo‘ oi 

Tripoli with th.^l7Xn’A^f2 4 wSrJ^W*.o r, f ° Und V tha Amarlean 
lah waa b.gun ty tha Stata Department la 193a. r t ^ r ftar * pelnataklnj eearch 

Jm^M^f*drtSnd^ta°of C lrS*Unte^f e Se“u'n C l 11 l'«i^ d thr0 ' 1 e h hundreda of 
tota to tha fadt that tha hodSi w?. f?w rf 18 ? 4 ’ M 14 f «« otbar aouree. 

Ifljjfrcd cemetery, on the^outakir^of i ?rinoli p0t V ‘^ eI ?. ***** were discovered, a high- 
oneof tha tU.V, n Z..l Ll^.r. wi^^l,^' - - 
1?«P»U ahara bar offioara and aan paid their f<„5? jtche<i f r0 * *• Mediterranean 
«S«tardaar>a Km, bafora tha, .ere lwraiSd i£! "T cts t0 tho “ haroea of 

(Wm no* plalnl, marked. lnto th * *round for the laet tlw, thair 

of ths five bodies .. 

tnwt djaaatle and harloo chaot»a o/a^Lf^.l!!”. 5 '?? 1 '? r8eU1 » to alnd ona of the 

Hi. thirteen Officer 

mst .« • »i«ion which tSSs «» 


«* on » -SLii. which” «TS£aS5 ?Hk and^Mr"w hl ?. b r T *^“ t ‘ i; *ir 

aid haw- blown half the MpollUn ?l.,t lnJo ^ l^teri. U k *“ •““•“'“V 

^ Xrlpolitea fleet on that fateful i m i 0 a. , . , 

■$*** the seawall. The Bashaw's c&stlv atJS^o 18 ?f ha J' bC8n anchored close toreth 
•®5WrUA volunteers ^Tu> L tint A***'*'. INm2PID and »«* crew 
*t off amongst the enem/shioi ' \tT^l darkened J«*« ^ a "fireship- to 
wayships would undoubtedly have ‘been sent t^ n fJI°v S + f lan *® rked » “aiy of the 
Ca0tl# ai ^ t h^bean seriously ^ tt0 * and even ***• ^^ily 

^fe.'^^PrebuX* tlma^w fl T“ t trlditl °“ » f «» »• S. Navy. 

m rt. In addition, there Jaf at W oS ""J *5° ** pfirt 2 th. 

!■*«» in Tripoli, a prisoner of the en*^ a J an . rh ? knew > * man who at the 

Odors miiarn BlinhrtiTSo coSTi^L V™ ^ 8 f ttEtle * «. was 
'm» outsids. conceived ,he plan and smuggled his idea to Preble 

J»*hls Xip^^frig^^fs^s? PHIUDELRtfL? ^d^ ^ ^ ltan pirat## 

captured intact by the enerarTnd 2M2?*"° 0th f J ,efore ‘ ®»e PHILADELPHIA had 
th. IWpolltSw. hl f creB h ‘ 111 fallen into tta 

^.UU,, tb^hod”.*; J5Start4rrf # 2 S. 1 " 1 ” prls0n * fr ™ 
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AKU. 

VtSBXSA 

Kii 


showed up. 


ife. a: sy&rss-. 

p. applying the match to the train 


r^ndsring her useless to the Tripolitans* 


Ss ysusar-ss-' ■s’Js-iSTis.r*-*'—. «— 

Eaeatur. 


10«W Preble decided to try these tactics once more, tactics similar 10 80:De used 
ay the* British and American commandos and raiders in Y?orld Vtar I. e pu 
Sainbridge’ s' idea into action 


u hh __ % the ketch INTREPID for the mission. The INTREPID had been captured 

converwa to ^n A«eri=^m»o t-. . £- h ? ^ £„j lrig her lnt0 the harbor 

STh^S h^a^a fS.5ly“er=har.ta£n, he could dilutee th, true purpow of th. 
Tix^T SS^^Srh. Soee th. ItITRKPID and ordered her to he fitted out a. 

% floating incendiary bomb* 


SS i; tt^hold. on top of this lethal load, 100 Ujlrtaen-lnch and nine-inch 
qlwlle were stacked, loaded and fused, end ready for action. 


» *uv» *«. nm from the powder and shell3 to another compartment aft in the ship. 

Se^fSr co^tmenHoulfkcS any boarders off the 

ship until it was too late 




to guide ^ this f^oship o, * o unboat a only a few weeks! 


E^ifteS Jte,2f p .°uin w* «— «- f “- 

Ztsl^rJ « te\ead the uisslon, th. entire ere* of th. KA0TIL0S 
asked to accompany their captain. 
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\ 5 So ch J®« only^fqpr from his own crew. They were Thomas Topline, 

^ is, miism Keith and James Simms, til seamen. From the USS CONSTITUTION 

I.! i lia ” S arTi8on \? obert clark * Hu S h ^Cormick, Jacob Williams, Peter 
renner ana Isaac Cownes, all 6eamen. 


.■y 


T * “I ° ther ° ff * cer besides Somers was to undertake the mission. He was 
' SldriSi S*” 7 ,, "adsworth of • th. lONSTITSTIOK. it th. last minute, however, 

? h l? a 0 C0i *STII’JTI0N came aboard the INTREPID with a message 
?reb } e * He P leaded with Somers to take him along, and Somers finally 
““ Co ”° ,30r ® t0 aUo ” Isrscl 10 3° in l«nd as it.' 


£ ITS £ 

«4 '^i^ifps?” 3 i<,ft their respectiv ° sMps KionL3s 

ui^e^u’ge?”o™“ “ CCOI '" 1 ° g *° 016 ailry ° f a !hi? “ te > ” slTe • *** «««»t 

‘i/i 1 Tra8 n °j * n reaainess. A light breeze came up on the evening of September L 
J5JT™?* ?r ! bla 1 that now was the time to go. At 2oSo the I SSS 4 
a ? f°i un ^ rff ?y- T” 0 of fastest rowing boats in the souadron 

pSZitotoS £. ^bueUbU.? rCT » ft,r they had euld ' d the !hip lat « * ^ 

k f b . c f J T _ T;a f convoyed to the harbor entrance by the brigs USS ARGUS, USS VIXEN 
and the NAUTILUS. These vessels then turned back but remained near at hand to watch 
the result and to pick up the rowing boats upon their return. 

, /very thing seemed favorable for the success of the mission except that three 
ripolitan gunboats were seen hovering about the harbor entrance. But the enemy 
hips disappeared, and the INTREPID approached in the manner of a friendly merchant- 
man bound for an anchorage in the harbor. * 

I* ^V^rding to the eye-witnesses, tnd the INTREPID' was soon 

7*1 !^ Sh J l Z ra08t ° f JJ 0Se ;,ho stood watching on the decks of the American ships 
outside the harbor. The fireship entered the .harbor and drifted slowly torerd the 

f ’ a r °J the BaShaW ‘ S fleet * Severoi ■*»»*•• elapsed Jith no more 
than the lap of tne waves* 

the ,f 0Uri x ? f f un f firing could be heard by the men watching from the 
»nip5 outside* Almost instantly a jarring explosion reverberated through the 

jarbor ana tho town and a great blaze of light outlined the INTREPID end th» other 
•Alps In the harbor* 

; • Lieutenant Charles 0. Ridgely was intently ratchinq the spectacle with night 

fj’ ths 9 eSlosion* Vantage °" ^ deCk ° f tb ® Kaulilus * Her is h is description 

• ' 

"For a raonent, the flash illumined the whole heavens around, while the terrific 
oncussion shook everything far and near. -Then all was hushed again and ever/ object 
veiled in a darkness of double gloom. On board the NAUTILUS, the silence of death 


\\* , 
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; hole ' crew J quickly the din of kettle drums, beating to 

iZrl To Con r i : ion and alaro from the inhabitant, on^ 

“°°°. nt re5 » e * »y without bringing with It th. preconcert* 

liStli i . 1 ““ a “ tlet - v 0“ board became lnteaee; and the men with 

lighted lanterns hung themselves over the sides of the vessel until t>Li~ k a 
almost touched the wate-~ «„ . . Te8sei until their heads 

he meeuranc. of it. (S. boat^e ^efy A utS."" 1 '’ 1 "*/ 1 '" 11 ““M « lT * 

given; and th. nnwelcom. conclusion vj'at last forced 000 ^.“ "J.'Jf* 1 7 

the spot until broad davlie-ht- . * f cea upon us... We lingered on 

at least of the number might yet be^escued”?^* r* Vain :: in the ho P« th »t someone 
t. tell th. tale of hi. companions' tlll f ’ "* fr0 “ a flt » tla S H»t or .par 

— — s=. - 

r& 3 SHs Hli;"--' rar 

&.i^s zn ^ur,;r 0 :”eV:hroL.r"r cd **?£ ;* & « *3 sn. 

that the Tripolitans eig£ ed^he Uric r ship tS A “ ther °* laloa 

his crev set fire to the train anTbl^thl? J hsr ' and that Goaere and 

the hands of the enemy. their Ship U -° rather let it fall into 

BaJnbridge records that all thirteen of tv,, „ 

explosion, but he gives an account which varies e o”‘ewh' , t r ?ron C th er ^f 0ll ° Win ® th ® 
were recently found. 3ainbrid£re iwM.nKu ’ “°7 e hs * t fron the bodies that 

allow him to view the b^d?es ^ af ^oon as h*I lllW a & ^ Ui t0 the Baahaw ^ 

been that of the Intrepid. The Bashaw roWf ^i * that } he ex i 5losl °n he heard had 

and two of his lieutenants to see the bodies Ste‘r b ® d . p ® rml8slon ^ Bainbrldge 
shore. conies after .hey had been washed up on 

.Bainbridge states in his dairy that two of th. w. . 

of the ketch itself which grounded on the rocH~ a * “‘fe’^r oF*ff "'«Td ^^f 1 ♦ v th * ^ otto ™ 
entrance to the harbor. Another bodv was found in ot of ^ l v g th ® western 
accompanied th. Intrepid ^aTa'iSfcTFigt* ae?ore'to the wesLaS!’ h8i 

wSWriS SSI 1 7 8 •»* remaining 

latter group “* 
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become of the sixth body or whether Bainbridge actually saw six and not 
‘llUies lying on the beach is hard to say. The account he gives, is sketchy 
mentions the nuiaber hut once # 

«« notes down that all t^bod^_were„30.iimm 

them He adds that the six were taken to the top of the bluff overlooking 

withe beach where they were found and were provided with graves and that they wer * 
jL*ld to rest with all small honors that could be given them,” including a funera 
■service which Bainbridge himself read over the graves. 

These facts, except.for the exact number of the bodies, which were set down by - r 
Bainbridge ' nearly a century and a half ago, have been borne out as a result of the 
exhaustive investigation initiated by the Arab harbormaster of Tripoli, Mustafa 
*3ut*chis, and the American consul in that city, Mr. Orray j.aft, Jr. 

The in vestigatio n actually got Its start in, 193&. when, in response to an inquiry 
from the AmeriSif embassy in Borne concerning the fate of the men of the 
Mr Burchia undertook a meticulous examination of old Jewish records, private Arab 
collection ofletter. , paper., and diarl.., end interviewed InnuneraOle de. Cendant, 
of residents of Tripoli at the time of the disaster. 

The harbormaster set down in detail the results of his investigations and wrote 
a complete resort of the matter which was then transmitted to the American embassy 
<n Borne. Unfortunately, however, this report was among American state papers which 
v«ra burned by embassy officials in 19^1 upon the outbreak of war. ^ 
tion was revived last year when Mr. Burchis retraced his findings from his 
notes. Together with Mr. Taft, he was able once more to piece together the story 

of the five graves. 

"The Intrepid had exploded in a pass located about half way down the length of 
the present north breakwater .nd .11 the pertinent etcrlee he (Mr. 3urchl.) h.. 
heard say that five bodies had drifted up on the beach in front of a cliff ," consul 
Taft relate sTn a"~report to the State Department concerning his research. From 
this beach they were unceremoniously dragged to the cliff and interred in a rough 
pattern. I questioned Mr. 3urchis at length as to his belief in the reliability 
of his information and could find no flaw in his pattern of investigation, 

Mr. Taft adds. 

Mr. Taft and Mr. Burchia, together with the American vice consul, went to the 
cemetery, named the old Pro t tan t.^emg^er^ on the ^tsj^U of^he tow^cnd 
directly above the cliff where Mr. Burchis said the bodies had been dragged, hr. 
Burchis then without hesitation picked out five graves ...locate d in the ^ northeast^ 

corner. 

Subsequent to the burial of the bodies in 1304, Mr . Burchis explained, it 
became necessary to establish the old Protestant Cemetery for the burial of 
foreigners. Since five Americans were already known to bs Interred there, a wall 
was erected around the plot and the whole cemetery was dedicated in a ceremony 
1 which was attended by the then present diplomatic and consular officials, including 
those of the United States. 

« 

Upon this identification of the five bodies as being those cf five men from 
the Intrepid, Mr. Taft sent a telegram to Vice Admiral Forrest ?. Sherman, USH, 


v- 

i 
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-.©amandins the U. S. Kediieranean fleet, stating that he had substantial eridei 

five American sailors lost on the Intrepid in 180b*had been 
^'discovered. Adairal Sherman lmned lately arranged for a visit to Tripoli o+ ”*•« 
Adairal S. E. Crusen, Commander, Cruiser Division Two, the Spokane. * 1 

* &il ? r * vh0 ^ ilei 80 ^^tly fighting for their counts 
iff. n fin&1 hoaorB in a colorful ceremony attended by many high diplomat!*, 
ailltary, and government officials. A hand of Scottish Camerons played martial 
ausic as the detachment from the Spokane as well as a unit of the Eritish Anav 
stationed at Tripoli marched the half a Bile from the two to the grave site. 

^In^short, addresses, Sear Admiral Cruren spo ke or the early hi s tor v of th* r. 
a ??. 0f it8 e ^ oloits during the Barbary i'ars. Captain J. Marshall ,*‘us'}f’"conr^ 
g*T lcer t “ 9 Spokane,- narrated the Intrepid mi s s Ton , '£nd~Xon sul~T^f t'" tol A r.f 
feseajrch cona to aacntiry t£e graves anc unveiled tne* me morial plaoue to the fi 
heroes* lieutenant Z» J. Sheridan, TJSN, chaplain of the 5pp Tr»ri jj> r*ead ‘c"tVn^ ;k ~ 

prayer, and an honor gu^rd of Marines fired several volleys over the new 
and played taps . . _ _ c 


-liiitereatiDgly enough, Joseph Earemarii , the present mayor of Tripoli end a 
direct descendant of the Joseph Ea.amanli who was 3a a ha v of Tripoli at the tins 
the narbary *'ars, attended the ceremony with approximately 50 other guests. 


The plaque honoring the five nea was pieced in the cemetery on the cliff tv 
the officers and men of the Spokane. The m oney for the markers was collected* 
througn voluntary cont ribution . Iadivid^£T~plaques, vnich will ^e~rlpl!c e Tat 
a inter cate 'oy^fermaneht isarkeTs, were placed near each grave. 


On each of these individual plaques 
Sailor lost Prom USS Intrepid in Tripol 
courageous sailors of the Navy of y-ste 


i® 'k- i .,c&! "here lies An Unlmown Amerl 
i harbor I80h" — a worthy tribute to the 
rday from the sailors of the Navy of 


Cj 


-r 
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DECK LOO-REMARKS SHEET 





UMITCD «TATM MW. 

r*“ ... 


SPOKANE (CL lap) 


Saturday 2 April 




U>H) 


am 


all in 13 fal 


OO-Oft Anchored In Tripoli, Tripolitan ii In 33 fathoms of water, aand bottom, with 75 fat* 
?f *£• at * r ??2o? *" ohor «J^loid9g anchorage bearing* t Spanish Fort 2L4°t} Breakwat 

Ught 164 t, Beaocn 136 t: Beacon 092°t» Bpil*r number 2 ia steaming for auxiliary purposes. 
WA la Rear Admiral CRUZEN, USN, ComCruDiv TWO in the U.S.S. SPOKANE. 02L5 Pursuantto the 

SSK2f n f ? , ^i? a 22 d J^ A S^ 1 1%9 > BOrU1 CU2 °/ < 3 L * authority i U.3. Havjr Re; 
laticna 1920, 00DERRB, B.J. 204 41 66 BIO U5N, returned aboard having oempleted tmaporajy addi 

** ®*? , ,U a J7 ®R° r * Patrol, Tripoli, with the following membera of the Shore Patrols HALOS 
^ CSC ALOSRltAlf, A.0. 834 91 92 CM3 USNj ANSEL, J. 234 84 08 O0 USMl BOBU.. 
798 35 2 MM2 U SNj HA0T. J.A. 570 9219 KT2 l)SNj pNIOJT, A.L. 258 08 96 BU USNj LUtz/o.W. 6 js 
BT3 WN; LOTTS, C.W. 266 81 47 SH3 OSNl PIERCE, J.B. 2?6 02 76 UU3 USNj HERR, J.B/MO £? 9 CT 
SPAULMSO, B.H. 108039 PPO U3K3, MHNTER, fJh. 31673 830(2 USN. 0215 PurauSnt £ So order. 
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>5ustapha Burchis* *■ .i 

Account of His Research Concerning Burial 
Place of the American Sailors of the S.S. Intrepid ; 
(Translated from Arabic by Shafic Ibrahim) 

■ . . . . : i - - 


I first heard in .May 1938 of the five graves of the American sailors who 
died in the explosion' of the. "Intrepid." .1* t} V ' 

At the time, Italy ruled my country and 1 was a "marshal" working with the V • r 
Tripoli Port Authorities. The rank of "marshal" was equivalent to Sergeant 
Major and it was the highest rank a Libyan could get in the Italian Armed - 
Forces. As heed of all Libyans employed at the Port, I had a great deal of 
influence and the Italians often used my services in collecting and finding 
information. 


Cbe day Colonel Carlo Pumo, Port Commander, called me to his office — 

Port Captain Mario Battaglieri was also there. The Colonel showed me a message— 

Mo. 13625 — received from the Civil and Political Affairs Office of the Tripolitanian 
Government informing Colonel Pumo of a telepress communication Mo. 212844, dated 
April 9, 1938, from the American Embassy in Rome, requesting any available in- 
formation that might lead to the discovery of the whereabouts of the graves of 
. the American sailors killed in the explosion of the "Intrepid" in 1804. Even 
if no information were available, the Embassy agreed to pay for any search made. 

■ rt seemed to me that the Italian au thorities were not very interested in 
the subject, as . they askod me to try ^and getjsny information available, ^making 
It clear th at .if., my ■Work.meiTwlt'h success" the' Italian Port Authorities would 
not ensure my c ompensation and that whatever work I did would have to be 
reported to Rome first, a nd. o n my own responsibilities. 

That day I went. home with big dreams and great idees. I thought of myself 
as the discoverer of a hidden secret, a secret? ofhheroic death. I dreamed that 
the American Government wild taka me to America and I would be a great man. 

America was a dream to me, a dream of wealth and freedom and now I had my big 
chance of having it come true. 

I discussed the problem with my family, relatives and friends. They all 
thought that I was crazy and sounded the same question, "Row can you find graves 
of people who died and were buried in 1804?? "Yes, how?" I asked myself and I 
had no answer. However, against everyone's advice I decided to take a chance 
and try.- In this decision, my wife stood by me and gave me all encouragement and 
help. For me this was a chance to make a dream came true. 

The driving force 'behind my decision goes back to the way of life I lived 
and was living at the time when I started my search. I come frem an old Moslem 
family that fought Italian colonization and kept fighting. One of my uncles 
was the present. King Idris* privat.e telephonist - when the King was our Prince, 
that was in 1914* Even now ay uncle's family is known in Cyrenalca as the 

All Al-Telephone family. During one of the many battles with the Italians, 

I was taken prisoner at the age of 12. The Italians took me from Derna to 
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Tripoli and put ms to vork. Ever since December 16, 1914, I have been working 
at the Port. I grew up among sailors - Arabs, Italians and many other nationali- 
ties. I could not get any formal education, I only learned to read and write 
Italian and Arabic - and my Italian, owing to more practice and use. is stronger 
than my Arabic. 1 got my promotions at the Port till I became "marshal". This 
gave me authority over Libyans but not Italians - they were the rulers. I 
enjoyed qy work as harbormaster and I loved the sea and sailors. From sailors 
I first heard of a new world, America, where people are free and can become rich 
overnight. Ity mind exaggerated those stories and I Imagined myself there; and 
that dream grew up with me. It would be exactly what I would do one day, .go to 
America, became free and rich. 

It was that dream, perhaps my familiarity with the sea, that decided me to 
find out more about the dead American sailors. - 

Besides the fact that those sailors were killed in 1804, in the explosion 
of the "Intrepid" in Tripoli harbor, I knew nothing of the subject. Thus my 
first logical step was to read about its history in order that my steps might 
be guided in finding the secret that had been hidden for almost one hundred and 
fifty years. 

The Italian Authorities in Tripoli had many libraries which I visited day 
after day, after my work, to read the history of the Barbary Pirates. They all 
told almost the sane story in few paragraphs. I found that the American 
"Intrepid" wa « oanturitd Tripoli pirate shin previously named.J l Hastlco" . The 
ASericans used this sailboat for dangerous missions because it could be easily 
mistaken for a Tripoli tanian sailboat. As such it was used successfully in 
1803, under the captaincy of Stephen Decatur to enter Tripoli harbor and blow 
up the American "Philadelphia" before it could be used by the Pirates. In 
18014, the "Intrepid" was sent on a more dangerous mission to blow up the Tripoli 
pirate fleet anchored in the harbor. The "Intrepid", with 13 sailors on board > 
exploded for reasons unknown, and what became of its sailors, no book mentioned. 

Having saturated myself with the history, I turned my attention to the 
problem of getting information about the dead aailora. This took me to the 
following possible sources. The first was Suleiman Bey Karamanly who gave me 
permission to use his private oollection of books, publications and manuscripts. 
This collection yielded no Information to me because a large number of the publi- 
cations were in Turkish which language I do not know. I was forced to get 
translators who could help me. 

The Castle library was of great interest but yielded no new information. 
However, my constant tripe to the Castle aroused the interest of an old guard 
who in hie quiet manner daily inquired about my health and my studies; and in a 
longer conversation he accidentally mentioned municipality records and. the 
Moslem Property Department records, saying that if I wanted any information of 
my missing relatives I could find something in those places, not here. 
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Follc-vlng the old man’s wisdom, I carried my search to those two plaoes. 

It the municipality 1 met another Keramanli who was head end mayor of the Moslem 
eonasunity In Libya* Ee gave me all assistance I needed, but there were no 
records that went as far back as 1804. At the offices of the Moslem Property 
Department I met the Director Hmail Kernel, a Libyan historian well informed of 
Libyan history and events, but he knew nothing of the fate of the American sailors. 

At this point, I found it interesting tv compare the Karamanli family that 
I met - all respectable law-abiding citizens and leading figures of the Moslem 
community. They were great graadron3 of Youssef Karananli»-who in 1800 ruled 
Tripoli with on iron hand and directed its piracy and the Barbery Wars with 
ruthlessness and intrigue. 

Next, I visited tl.3 "Judge of Judges," President of the Moslem CouJfts, 
Mohammed Burkhis, an cld learned mn end one who gave the impression of never 
having lost his touch vith old customs and habits of Bedouins. The stories he 
knew and had he.ird of r.bout the naval battles between Americana and Tripoli 
Pirates were numerous, rnd bs told me of the many ships that sank in Tripoli 
harbor and the many dead that were always found on the Eastern shores of the city. 
The story about the Easxern shore laAer turned cut to be a fact, later, but at 
that point, it bed no significants to me. The Judge, however, indicated in his 
conversation tbet the Christian churches in Tripoli might know something of the 
fate of the Christian sailors. 

Seeing the wisdom of his suggestion^ I got in touch with Monsignore 
Facchinetti who gave me permission to look at their registers of the dead. Two 
Catholic Brothers helped me during my short search of the Cathedral's archives. 
Daring tide time the Brothers told me about Christianity and its greatness and 
way of life, trying to convert me to their religion. It was the first time I 
had heard eh civ the inly lei's religion and I admired it and sew how near it ia 
to ours bee sure n elto believe in Cbe Goc and e moral life. The differences, 

I thought, were net important end I remained a good Moslem. The Brothers, before 
leaving them, pretested r.o with two bcoke, one a history of Libya written by a 
Padu of tb- Apccteltu Mission, the cycond bock was a history of "Catholic 
Papacy'! which. I read carefully end which enlightened me greatly. 

for 

Hr uark Md co/t&kru* :s about three months; it got me no nearer to my goal 
but I benefited from tia study. I also became so interested that I resolved 
never to give tr. ■ The mrre I pursued, the greater my interest became. 

I resorted no:.t to the arable and Itelian newspapers. Sheik Mohammed Al- 
Misurati was Editor o C tbs Arabic paper and also a teacher of the Koran. The 
Sheik waa a well traveled man and well read. Pe told me of a story he had read 
while in Egypt in Tone of the Ejjyptien publications (whose name he did not 
renjember) - a story of the 1804 Naval Battle in Tripoli; the story mentioned 
that "many" American sailors were killed during the Karecanli Wars and that 
those sailers were buried cn the Ee stern snorS of Tripoli. The Sheik then 
added his logical conclusion "and maybe that is why the English cemetery started 
there." As a last word, on departing from the office the Sheik said to me, 
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“Why don't you try the Old City} the elder Sheika night remember things, but you 
oust be careful how you approach them. n 


I departed from the Press Office in high spirits, and made my way to the 
British Counsul-ftte, Mr. Kaelelan, who in the presence of his Maltese secretary, 
Robert Ghirlando, received me with open a n i le) I told them of my mission and 
asked them directly of any information that they could give me. MP manner was 
ptrhsps too forceful, for X thought that those people had the secret I had been 
after and that they should give it to me. I was impatient. Their manner changed 
they answered very coldly that a quest like that was not in their line, 
they knew nothing of it. end that they had already written en answer to the 
American Embassy in Rorafe in response to its request, saying that they knew 
nothing of the sailors. 

Thus rebuffed, I went home as usual and felt like giving up all hope. By 
now ■n my friends and relatives thought I was foolish and unstable. My wife, 
as ever, was by my side and I talked to her at great length of my work so far. 

I did not and was not expecting my wife to be helpful because women, to us, 
are busy at home and not interested in men's problems. Suddenly she suggested 
that I go to Benghazi and then to Egypt to check on the story and talk to 
Libyan historians in Benghazi. Maybe some one of them would know. 


Why I accepted the suggestion, I don't know, maybe because I was tired and 
wanted to go away. I cheered up and made reedy to leave, taking time off from 
my work. Then came the problem of finance. My wife even sold her jewels to 
help pay expenses. Ky stey in the East proved only one point, that any in- f 
formation leading to definite facts had to be taken from old related stories 
and that meant back to Tripoli. 


Back in Tripoli I was at my work again in my office waiting for some 
opportune time to go out and start getting information as to the best sources 
from w hi ch to hear the ancient stories. 

Finally, I got an afternoon off and I was at the Maritime Agent's Qffioe, 
Signor Andrea Furrugia. Signor Andrea told me of the many stories he had 
heardlA stories told by the elders among the Jewish Community still living in 
the OSLO City. These stories told of the bodies thet were buried on the East 
Coast of the harbor. 

These constant references to the Eastern Coast convinced me that I should 
follow this lin e of research. Life in the Old City and the ancient traditions 
made approach to the people difficult. A direct approach would get me nowhere, 
so I started getting friendly with people, spending afternoons sipping tea and 
smoking and exchanging stories. One of these old men was "Eawoto Eatum*," 
almost ohs hundred years old at the time; lie remembered his father te l l in g him 
of great explosions in Tripoli Harbor in the year 1804, and great fires that 
kept the city excited for days. Those were of ships that burned in the harbor 
and resulted in many, many American sailors being killed. Those sailors were 
buried where they were found on the Eastern Coast of Tripoli. Katuma then 
took me to the house of the aged Here Shaloum Akubjvho took me around and saw to 
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# that I became a friend of the elder Jewish Community. The stated purpose of 
visits va5 to have my fortune told. Over cups of tea and smokes my fortune 
vas told time and time again. A great friendship developed between ua.and 
stories were exchanged till the "Intrepid" history came up. and here my interest 
was at its greatest^ Most of the people had heard stories' from their fathers 
and grandfathers of jrew bodies of American sailors that were buried on the 
Eastern shores of tne harbor exactly where the English cemetery is now. A 
Maltese seaman of about eighty-five remembered his father and cousin telling 
the same stories and said that there were five bodies that were buried where 
the Protestant cemetery is now. This was further confirmed by "Bakka," which 
means in literary translation "bedbug”; Bakka was an astrologer and a fortune 
teller (he died directly after the British occupation of Tripoli). He was 
fairly sure that t he British or Fortes tan t cemetery was started because of the 
five unknown graves. 

That next dap^ after work, I decided to make another visit to the British 
Consulate. During the morning in my office Mohammed Zentuti, Port Pilot, was 
asking me whether I had learned anything in my quest. and we talked about the 
"Intrepid"; during that conversation I learned that currents in the port area 
are directed often to the Eastern shore. Since the present seawalls did not 
exist at the time of the barbery Wars, that could explain exactly how the bodies 
of sailors could be washed to that location. In my mind, I became positive,. 
that th e five u rkuown graves in the now Prote s te nt ceni^ry^ wex£^tEa.graai*a JL. 
wae'Tooldng for. — 

Thus I returned to the British Consulate. This time I was calm, quiet* and 
sure of myself . X talked differently than on the occasion of my first visix. 

I was after facts. • . 

My first question vas when and how did the British cemetery start. It 
turned out that in lyo . the v. vfe o f the Brit is h Consul in Tripoli. Mrs. 

Warington, died, ana that .not w»s chosen for buria l. Why was that particular 
place chosen? 'After all, nt the time ;.t was a deserted, lonely plaoe. The 
answer y rs , h ecaur-* the y 1 yry alre r u v five graves there fr ft lieyad to be of 
fchrlstlrrs burl e d i n inn begi n ri ng cf th e cenvu ry. ^ Uhen the wife of 1 onsul 

was buried, tho placa v_s waiToT“ end'^ep^f’ as a "Profestant Cemetery. I was 
extremely excited by then and said to the British Consul, "these five graves 
are the ones I ern looking for. They are the five American sailors killed in 
the "Intrepid" explosion." 

I then inspected the cemetery and the graves, and some additional questioning . 
confirmed to me the facts. I wrote my report in Italian. The report had 
original maps of the Old Fort area end the location and other illustrations 
drawn of the site of the graves. The Port Coim-ander, Colonel Pumo, in the 
presence of Captain Karib Battejheri, received my work to be forwarded to the 
American Embassy in Rons. That was in 1939, a year after I first started my 
work; the war bed alrocdy started. My hopes fell soon after my report had been 
sent. Italy vas an enemy of the United States in the war. What happened to my 
work, I don't know. Almcct ten years of war passed by and I forgot that verk. 
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However, my friends and relatives were convinced of the fact that, after all, 
Mustafa Burchis was not a fool, and he did discover the secret and had reached 
his goal. 

It was after the war on the sixth day of June, 1948, I was having a drink 
with some friends and reading the local Arabic paper, "Tarablus Al-Gharb" when 
I came across a notice saying that the American Government was going to open a 
Consulate in Tripoli and that Hr. Taft will be first Consul. This notice re- 
vived a dead hcpe and I said to myself, here is a chance again. This time. I 
will deal directly with the representatives of the United States Government. 

The American Consulate opened on the 19th of Gctober, 1948. On December 2Gth, 

I sent my first letter to Consul Taft, reviewing my story and ending the letter 
thus, "I am at the disposal of the United Stetes Government in order to let you 
know the fate of these heroic sailors." 


On the 26 th of January, hi-. Crrey Taft, Jr.jsent me a message informing me 
that my letter had been forwarded to Rome. This was followed on 1-arch 2nd, by a 
letter from Mr. Taft, saying "...this office would appreciate information on 
the location of the graves ..." 


The day iras a memorable day to me when on Monday, 21st of March 1946, I 
went to the United Stetes Consulate and gave them my information. On the 23rd, 
two cays, late r, I w as requested .Ip-meet Mr . Taft urgently , an d was inform ed that 
gyjnfprmation has been acc epted as correct and th at tfie United, 'States Navy hgd 
decided on a special ceremony'on the~2na of ~Apr£Tto commemorate "the death* and 
burial of those brave sailors. 


Thus it took place that through hard continuous work I discovered the graves 
of the five unknown United States sailors who bravely came to their death in the 
explosion of the "Intrepid" and whose graves are now a symbol of a period of 
history when the United States was at war with Tripoli. These graves are known 
now to all Americans who visit these shores. end a memorial ceremony is held 
every yeilar. / 
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